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D ^ L p t i v e notes furnished mainly by Agricultural

pind Foreign Correspondents relative to the more
t introduced plants which have arrived during the

month at the Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction
of the Bureau of Plant Industry of the Department of Agri-
culture. These descriptions are revised and published
later in the Inventory of Plants Imported.
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Genera Represented in This Number.

Abies

Acer
Amygdalus
Betula
Castanopsls
Citrus

Corylus
Daphne
Derlnga
Dlospyros

39860
39983-987
39988
39898
39989-991
39909
39875
39897
39907
39914
39869
39912-913

Buonymus
Hlcksbeachla
Malus
Prunus

Rlbes

Sallx
Tamarlx
Viburnum

39903
39871
39923
39899
39902
39911
39918
39910
39916
39921-922
39856
39998

Amygdalus tangutica. A Chinese Wild Almond.
Citrus sp. from Kansu, China.
Trwnus persica potanini. Potanin's Chinese wild peach.

Applications for material listed in these multigraphed
sheets may be made at any time to this Office. As they
are received they are placed on file, and when the materi-
al is ready for the use of experimenters it is sent to
those on the list of applicants who can show that they are
prepared to care for it, as well as to others selected
because of tjieir special fitness to experiment with the
particular plants imported. Do not wait for the Autumn
Catalogue.

One of the main objects of the Office of Foreign Seed
and Plant Introduction is to secure material for plant
experimenters, and it will-undertake- as far as possible to
fill any specific requests for foreign seeds or plants
from plant breeders and others interested.
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Abies spp. (Pinaceae.) 39860, 39983-987. Seeds of Jap-
anese firs received through the Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica
Plain, Mass., from the collections of Mr/ E. H. Wilson.
Abies mariesii Masters, one of the rarest of silver firs, A.
sachalinensis (Schmidt) Masters, attaining 130 feet in height,
and probably very hardy, A. umbellata Mayr, a beautiful
hardy tree, and a variety of A. veiichii Lindl., with olive
yellow cones, an especially handsome small conifer.

Acer capillipes Maxim. (Aceraceae.) 39988. Seed of a
Japanese maple received-through the Arnold Arboretum from
the collections of Mr- E. H. Wilson. A handsome maple
closely allied to A. pennsylvanicum, which it resembles in
the shape of its leaf, but is distinguished by its lack of
down on leaves and young wood.

Amygdalus tangutica (Bdital. )Korsh. (Amygdalaceae.")398.98.:
Cuttings of the Tangutian almond from the village of Lan
tsai, Kansu, China. "A bush almond found in rocks and
cliffs along the right bank of the Siku river, collected
at an elevation of 4200 feet. Shrubs from 4-10 feet high,
in sheltered places reaching even a height of 20 to 25
feet, densely branched, branches often running zigzag, and
eliding in spines. Foliage small and of a glaucous green
color. Fruits very variable in size, looks and shape; skin
downy and thin, stones ranging in size from a cherry stone
u;p to a good-sized apricot stone, of many forms, some
round and quite smooth, others pointed or heartshaped and
grooved like peach stones, shells moderately thin, kernels
small * on the average and quite bitter; they are, however,
eagerly collected by ground squirrels. Here and there
local Chinese also collect them and express a clear oil
from the kernels for culinary purposes. These kernels are
also sparingly eaten after having been boiled first so as
to remove part of the bitter flavor. This Tangutian alm-
ond occurs in many places in the province of Kansu, grow-
ing at elevations from 4000 to 10000 feet. It is able to
withstand a great amount of drought, cold and dry heat.
It; is recommended as a factor in certain hybridization ex-
periments, to create hardy bush almonds. As a stock for
almonds it might be tested, but since it throws up so many
st.oots from the base it may not have any commercial value
for this purpose. As a hedge plant for dry regions it al-
so possesses value, while as an ornamental spring flower-
ing shrub it possibly could be employed in gardens and
parks in the cooler parts of the semi-arid United States.
Criinese name Yeh hsiao hsing, meaning 'wild small apricot, f

also Mao taoyr meaning 'hairy peach.f" (Frank N. Meyer's
Introduction and description.)
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The Tangutian almond {Amygdalus tangutica, S.P.I. No. 39898).

A large bush growing out from the crevice of a large
rock. Such a situation indicates the remarkable drought
resistant quality of this almond. It is found at eleva-
tions of from 4000 to 10000 feet and can stand . great
drought, cold and dry heat. . Photo No. 13095 by Frank N.
Meyer, Lan Tsai, Kansu, China, Oct. 29, 1914.


